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YA 322.4 BAR  
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. They called themselves the K.K.K. : the birth 
of an American terrorist group. Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 2010. 

Summary: Documents the history and origin of the Ku Klux 
Klan from its beginning in Pulaski, Tennessee, and provides 
personal accounts, congressional documents, diaries, and 
more. 

YA 323.092 SWA  
Swanson, James L. Chasing King's killer : the hunt for Martin Luther 
King, Jr.'s assassin. New York, Scholastic Press, 2018. 

Summary: "James Earl Ray and Martin Luther King, Jr. had 
two very different life journeys -- but their paths fatally collide 
when Ray assassinated the world-renowned civil rights leader. 
This book provides an inside look into both of their lives, the 
history of the time, and a blow-by-blow examination of the 
assassination and its aftermath."--Provided by publisher. 

 
YA 323.1196 BOW  
Bowers, Rick. Spies of Mississippi : the true story of the spy network that 
tried to destroy the civil rights movement. Washington, D.C, National 
Geographic, 2010. 

Summary: Chronicles how the Mississippi State Sovereignty 
Commission attempted to halt racial integration in the 1950s 
and 1960s through an extensive propaganda effort to label civil 
rights leaders and their followers as communists. 

 
YA 345.744 MIL  
Miller, Sarah Elizabeth. The Borden murders : Lizzie Borden & the trial of 
the century. New York, Schwartz & Wade Books, 2016. 

Summary: Discusses the trial of Lizzie Borden and the 
murders of her parents. 

 
YA 363.11 ARO  



Aronson, Marc. Trapped: how the world rescued 33 miners from 2,000 
feet below the Chilean desert. New York, Atheneum Books for Young 
Readers, 2011. 

Summary: Provides a detailed account of rescue efforts to 
save thirty-three miners, who got trapped in a copper-gold 
mine in San Jose, Chile, examining the psychological, 
physical, and environmental factors influencing the course of 
the rescue, and describing the efforts of experts from around 
the world--drillers, astronauts, submarine specialists, and 
others--came together in response to the crisis. 

YA 363.12 GIT  
Gitlin, Marty. The Hudson plane landing. Minneapolis, MN, ABDO Pub. Co, 
2012. 

Summary: Examines Captain Chesley Sullenberger's 
emergency landing of US Airways Flight 1549 in the Hudson 
River; offers accounts from passengers, air traffic controllers, 
and others who were involved; and explores how the event has 
affected society. 

YA 363.17 KOP  
Kops, Deborah. The Great Molasses Flood, Boston, 1919. Watertown, MA, 
Charlesbridge, 2012. 

Summary: Chronicles the events surrounding the Great 
Molasses Flood, during which a large storage tank burst in a 
Boston neighborhood in 1919 and caused a deadly wave of 
molasses to flood the streets. 

 
YA 364.15 BAS  
Bascomb, Neal. The Nazi hunters : how a team of spies and survivors 
captured the world's most notorious Nazi. New York, NY, Arthur A. Levine 
Books, an imprint of Scholastic Inc, 2013. 

Summary: Presents the history of the group of spies, 
Holocaust survivors, and lawyers who pursued Adolf 
Eichmann, a Nazi war criminal, for fifteen years in order to 
bring him to justice for his leadership role in the killing of 
thousands of Jews during World War II. 

 
YA 364.15 CRO  



Crowe, Chris. Getting away with murder : the true story of the Emmett Till 
case. New York, N.Y, Speak, 2018. 

Summary: Presents a true account of the murder of 
fourteen-year-old Emmett Till in Mississippi in 1955. 

 
 
A 364.15 SLA  
Slater, Dashka. The 57 bus. New York, Farrar Straus Giroux, 2017. 

Summary: If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard 
never would have met. Both were high school students from 
Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities in the 
country, but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, a white 
teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and attended a small 
private school. Richard, a black teen, lived in the 
crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. Each 
day, their paths overlapped for a mere eight minutes. 

 
 
YA 365 BRA  
Braun, Eric. Escape from Alcatraz: the mystery of the three men who 
escaped from the Rock. North Mankato, Minn, Capstone Press, a Capstone 
inprint, 2017. 

Summary: "Leads readers through the story of the 1962 
Alcatraz escape and posits what may have happened to the 
escapees"-- --Provided by publisher. 

 
 
YA 394.1 SCH  
Schlosser, Eric. Chew on this: everything you don't want to know about 
fast food. Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 2006. 

Summary: A look at fast food, what's in it, how it's made, and 
what it does to our bodies. 

 
 
 
 
YA 510.92 SHE  



Shetterly, Margot Lee. Hidden figures: the untold true story of four 
African-American women who helped launch our nation into space. New 
York, NY, Harper, an imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers, 2016. 

Summary: "Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil 
Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of dedicated female 
mathematicians known as -human computers- used pencils, 
slide rules, and adding machines to calculate the numbers that 
would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. This book 
brings to life the stories of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, 
Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden, four African- 
American women who lived through the civil rights era, the 
Space Race, the Cold War, and the movement for gender 
equality, and whose work forever changed the face of NASA 
and the country"--Amazon.com. 

YA 614 JAR  
Jarrow, Gail. Fatal fever: tracking down Typhoid Mary. Honesdale, Pa, 
Calkins Creek, an imprint of Highlights, 2015. 

Summary: Provides an overview of the search for Mary 
Mallon, also known as Typhoid Mary, who is thought to have 
caused the spread of typhoid fever, a disease spread by 
bacteria in food and water, in New York in 1909. 

YA 614.5 DAV  
Davis, Kenneth C. More deadly than war: the hidden history of the 
Spanish flu and the first World War. New York, Henry Holt and Co, 2018. 

Summary: "Explores how the Influenza Epidemic of 1918 
intertwined with the horrors of World War I, offering insights 
from first-hand reports by medical professionals and 
survivors."--Provided by publisher. 

 
YA 614.5 JUR  
Jurmain, Suzanne. The secret of the yellow death: a true story of medical 
sleuthing. Boston, Houghton Mifflin Books for Children, 2009. 

Summary: Tells the story of the doctors and researchers who 
worked to track down the cause of yellow fever and find a way 
to eliminate the disease. 

 
YA 616.3 JAR  



Jarrow, Gail. Red madness: how a medical mystery changed what we eat. 
Honesdale, Pa, Calkins Creek, an imprint of Highlights, 2014. 

Summary: Provides an account of the mysterious disease 
called pellagra that spread across the American South in the 
early 1900s that made people weak, disfigured, and insane 
and sometimes caused their deaths; and discusses how 
doctors and public health officials found the cause of the illness 
and stopped the epidemic. 

 
YA 616.9 JAR  
Jarrow, Gail. Bubonic panic: when plague invaded America. Honesdale, 
Pa, Calkins Creek, an imprint of Highlights, 2016. 

Summary: "Tells the true story of America's first plague 
epidemic [March 1990, San Francisco] --the public health 
doctors who desperately fought to end it, the political leaders 
who tried to keep it hidden, and the brave scientists who 
uncovered the plague's secrets."--Provided by publisher. 

 
YA 616.9 MUR  
Murphy, Jim. Invincible microbe: tuberculosis and the never-ending 
search for a cure. Boston, Clarion Books, 2012. 

Summary: Discusses the history of tuberculosis and the 
attempts to find a cure. 

 
YA 617 MUR  
Murphy, Jim. Breakthrough!: how three people saved "blue babies" and 
changed medicine forever. Boston, Clarion Books, 2015. 

Summary: "The story of the landmark 1944 surgical procedure 
that repaired the heart of a child with blue baby syndrome--lack 
of blood oxygen caused by a congenital defect. The team that 
developed the procedure included a cardiologist and a 
surgeon, but most of the actual work was done by Vivien 
Thomas, an African American lab assistant who was frequently 
mistaken for a janitor"--Provided by publisher. 

 
 
YA 623.4 SHE  



Sheinkin, Steve. Bomb: the race to build and steal the world's most 
dangerous weapon. New York, Roaring Brook Press, 2012. 

Summary: Examines the history of the atomic bomb, 
discussing the discovery of the behavior of uranium when 
placed next to radioactive material, the race to build a bomb, 
and the impact of the weapon on societies around the world. 

 
YA 796.325 BRE  
Bresnahan, Kathy. The miracle season. Stevens Point, WI, KCI Sports Pub, 
2018. 

Summary: "[Relates] the story of 17-year-old volleyball player 
Caroline Found . . . [who] was tragically killed in a moped 
accident on her way to visit her terminally ill mother, Ellyn. 
Caroline's death, and that of her mother twelve days later, 
shocked her Iowa City community and devastated her father, 
Ernie Found, and siblings, Gregg and Catharine. Faced with an 
overwhelming grief of their own, the Iowa City West volleyball 
team and coach, Kathy Bresnahan, attempted to move 
forward, hoping for some type of normalcy to return to their 
fractured lives. But how do you move forward playing a game 
that serves as a constant reminder of your fallen 
leader?"--Amazon.com 

 

YA 796.48 BRO  
Brown, Daniel. The Boys In The Boat: the true story of an American 
team's epic journey to win gold at the 1936 Olympics. New York, Viking, 
2015. 

Summary: Out of the depths of the Great Depression comes 
the astonishing tale of nine working-class boys from the 
American West who at the 1936 Olympics showed the world 
what true grit really meant. With rowers who were the sons of 
loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of 
Washington's eight-oar crew was never expected to defeat the 
elite East Coast teams, yet they did, going on to shock the 
world by challenging the German boat rowing for Adolf Hitler. 

 
YA 796.522 ROM  



Romero, Jordan. No summit out of sight: the true story of the youngest 
person to climb the seven summits. New York, Simon & Schuster Books 
for Young Readers, 2014. 

Summary: "The story of Jordan Romero, who at the age of 13 
became the youngest person ever to reach the summit of 
Mount Everest. At age 15, he reached the summits of the 
world's 7 highest mountains"-- --Provided by publisher. 

YA 910.9163 HOP  
Hopkinson, Deborah. Titanic: voices from the disaster. New York, 
Scholastic Press, 2012. 

Summary: Draws on stories from survivors and archival 
photographs to describe the history of the "Titanic" from its 
launch to its sinking. 

YA 910.9163 TOU  
Tougias, Mike. A storm too soon : a remarkable true survival story in 
80-foot seas. New York, N.Y, Henry Holt and Co, 2016. 

Summary: "When a forty-seven-foot sailboat disappears in the 
Gulf Stream in the throes of a calamitous storm, it leaves 
behind three weary passengers struggling to stay alive afloat a 
life raft in violent waves 80 feet tall"--Provided by publisher. 

 
YA 920 BRA  
Bragg, Georgia. How they choked: failures, flops, and flaws of the awfully 
famous. New York, Walker Books for Young Readers, an imprint of 
Bloomsbury, 2014. 

Summary: Describes the failures of fourteen historical, famous 
achievers, including Isaac Newton, Thomas Edison, Vincent 
Van Gogh, Ann Boleyn, and Amelia Earhart. 

YA 920 BRA  
Bragg, Georgia. How they croaked: the awful ends of the awfully famous. 
New York, Walker & Co, 2011. 

Summary: Shares the sometimes gruesome details of the 
deaths of nineteen famous historical figures, including King 
Tut, Pocahontas, George Washington, Edgar Allan Poe, and 
Marie Curie. 

YA 920 DAV  



Davis, Kenneth C. In the shadow of liberty : the hidden history of slavery, 
four presidents, and five black lives. New York, Henry Holt and Co, 2016. 

Summary: "An examination of American slavery through the 
true stories of five enslaved people who were considered the 
property of some of our best-known presidents"--Provided by 
publisher. 

 
YA 920 MIL  
Miller, Sarah Elizabeth. The miracle & tragedy of the Dionne quintuplets. 
New York, Schwartz & Wade Books, 2019. 

Summary: A biography of the Dionne quintuplets who the 
Ontario government took guardianship of them and set them 
up as a tourist attraction across from their family's house. 

 
YA 940.4 BAS  
Bascomb, Neal. The grand escape : the greatest prison breakout of the 
20th century. New York, Arthur A. Levine Books, Scholastic Inc, 2018. 

Summary: "The story of a group of Allied POWs in WWI who 
dared to escape from Germany's most notorious prison camp, 
Holzminden"--Provided by publisher. 

 
YA 940.4 MUR  
Murphy, Jim. Truce: the day the soldiers stopped fighting. New York, 
Scholastic Press, 2009. 

Summary: Tells the story of the December 25, 1914 truce 
between German and British soldiers as they laid down their 
weapons and met in No Man's Land to celebrate Christmas. 

 
YA 940.53 DEN  
Denenberg, Barry. Shadow life: a portrait of Anne Frank and her family. 
New York, Scholastic Press, 2005. 

Summary: In this groundbreaking work, acclaimed author 
Barry Denenberg illuminates the story of Anne Frank and the 
world in which she and her family lived. After laying out the 
facts surrounding World War II and the Holocaust, Denenberg 
follows the Franks from Frankfurt, Germany, to Amsterdam, 
Holland, where they hoped to resume a normal life, but instead 



were forced into hiding. In creating a fictional diary from Margot 
Frank's perspective, Denenberg introduces a new voice from 
the family's two years in hiding. 

 
YA 940.53 HOO  
Hoose, Phillip M. The boys who challenged Hitler : Knud Pedersen and 
the Churchill Club. New York, Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 2015. 

Summary: Tells the story of a group of boy resistance fighters 
in Denmark after the Nazi invasion during World War II. 

 
YA 940.53 HOP  
Hopkinson, Deborah. Courage & defiance: stories of spies, saboteurs, 
and survivors in World War II Denmark. New York, Scholastic Press, 2015. 

Summary: The story of the Danish resistance and the rescue 
of over seven thousand Jews during World War II. 

 
YA 940.53 MOO  
Mooney, Carla. The Holocaust : racism and genocide in World War II. 
White River Junction, VT, Nomad Press, a division of Nomad 
Communications, 2017. 

Summary: Provides a history of the Holocaust, from the roots 
of anti-Semitism in Europe and the rise of the Nazi Party to the 
Final Solution and the legacy of the Holocaust. 

 
YA 940.53 RAP  
Rappaport, Doreen. Beyond courage: the untold story of Jewish 
resistance during the Holocaust. Somerville, Mass, Candlewick Press, 
2012. 

Summary: Provides detailed accounts of twenty-one acts of 
defiance committed against Nazis in Nazi-occupied countries 
during World War II. 

 
 
 
 
YA 940.53 ROS  



Rosenberg, Maxine B. Hiding to survive: stories of Jewish children 
rescued from the Holocaust. New York, Clarion Books, 1994. 

Summary: First person accounts of fourteen Holocaust 
survivors who as children were hidden from the Nazis by 
non-Jews. 

 
YA 940.53 SAN  
Sandler, Martin W. Imprisoned: the betrayal of Japanese Americans 
during World War II. New York, Walker Books for Young Readers, 2013. 

Summary: Examines the American internment of Japanese 
Americans and immigrants in concentration camps during 
World War II, and the struggle of internees to rebuild their lives 
after they were freed at the end of the war. 

 
YA 940.53 WAR  
Warren, Andrea. Surviving Hitler: a boy in the Nazi death camps. New 
York, HarperCollinsPublishers, 2001. 

Summary: Caught up in Hitler's Final Solution to annihilate 
Europe's Jews, fifteen-year-old Jack Mandelbaum is torn from 
his family and thrown into the nightmarish world of the 
concentration camps. Here, simple existence is a constant 
struggle, and Jack must learn to live hour to hour, day to day. 
Despite intolerable conditions, he resolves not to hate his 
captors and vows to see his family again. But even with his 
strong will to survive, how long can Jack continue to play this 
life-and-death game? 

 
YA 940.54 BAS  
Bascomb, Neal. Sabotage : the mission to destroy Hitler's atomic bomb. 
New York, NY, Arthur A. Levine Books, an imprint of Scholastic Inc, 2016. 

Summary: Details the mission of young Norwegian 
commandos to destroy Vemork, an industrial fortress that was 
occupied by German troops during World War II through which 
they gained access to an essential ingredient for the weapon 
that could end the war: Hitler's very own nuclear bomb. Armed 
with little more than skis, explosives, and great courage, the 
commandos will survive months in the snowy wilderness, elude 



a huge manhunt, and execute two dangerous missions. The 
result? The greatest act of sabotage in all of World War II. 

 
YA 940.54 SHE  
Sheinkin, Steve. The Port Chicago 50 : disaster, mutiny, and the fight for 
civil rights. New York, Roaring Brook Press, 2014. 

Summary: Describes the fifty black sailors who refused to 
work in unsafe and unfair conditions after an explosion in Port 
Chicago killed 320 servicemen, and how the incident 
influenced civil rights. 

 

YA 941.5081 BAR  

Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. Black potatoes: the story of the great Irish 
famine, 1845-1850. Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 2001. 

Summary: Presents an overview of the Irish potato famine of 
1845-50, describing the blight on this vital food source, and 
including information on the political and personal impact it had 
on Ireland and its people 

 
YA 943 ORE  
O'Reilly, Bill. Hitler's last days : the death of the Nazi regime and the 
world's most notorious dictator. New York, Henry Holt and Co, 2015. 

Summary: "By early 1945, the destruction of the German Nazi 
State seems certain. The Allied forces, led by American 
generals George S. Patton and Dwight D. Eisenhower, are 
gaining control of Europe, leaving German leaders scrambling. 
Facing defeat, Adolf Hitler flees to a secret bunker with his new 
wife, Eva Braun, and his beloved dog, Blondi. It is there that all 
three would meet their end, thus ending the Third Reich and 
one of the darkest chapters of history"--Provided by publisher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



YA 943.086 BAR  
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. Hitler Youth: growing up in Hitler's shadow. 
New York, Scholastic, 2005. 

Summary: A photo-illustrated look at the youth organizations 
Adolf Hitler founded and used to meet his socio political and 
military ends; includes profiles of individual Hitler Youth 
members as well as young people who opposed the Nazis, 
such as Hans and Sophie Scholl. 

 
YA 947.08 FLE  
Fleming, Candace. The family Romanov : murder, rebellion, & the fall of 
imperial Russia. New York, Schwartz & Wade Books, 2014. 

Summary: Details the history of Russia's last royal family, the 
Romanovs. 

 
 
YA 959.704 PAR  
Partridge, Elizabeth. Boots on the ground : America's war in Vietnam. 
New York, N.Y, Viking, an imprint of Penguin Random House LLC, 2018. 

Summary: "An exploration of the Vietnam War from many 
different perspectives including an American soldiers, a nurse, 
and a Vietnamese refugee"-- Provided by publisher. 

YA 959.704 SHE  
Sheinkin, Steve. Most dangerous : Daniel Ellsberg and the secret history 
of the Vietnam War. New York, Roaring Brook Press, 2015. 

Summary: "The story of Daniel Ellsberg and his decision to 
steal and publish secret documents about America's 
involvement in the Vietnam War"--Provided by publisher. 

YA 971.6 WAL  
Walker, Sally M. Blizzard of glass: the Halifax explosion of 1917. New 
York, Henry Holt, 2011. 

Summary: Provides an account of the disaster that occurred 
on December 6, 1917, when two ships carrying munitions and 
relief supplies to Europe collided, causing an explosion that 
leveled the towns of Halifax and Dartmouth and resulted in the 
deaths of nearly two thousand people. 



YA 973.7 ORE  
O'Reilly, Bill. Lincoln's last days : the shocking assassination that 
changed America forever. New York, Henry Holt and Co, 2012. 

Summary: Provides an account of the assassination of 
President Abraham Lincoln, discussing how actor John Wilkes 
Booth and his fellow Confederate sympathizers hatched their 
murderous plot, and following the ensuing manhunt, trials, and 
executions of the conspirators. 

 
YA 973.7 SHE  
Sheinkin, Steve. Lincoln's grave robbers. New York, Scholastic Press, 
2012. 

Summary: An account of how counterfeiter Benjamin Boyd's 
gang stole the body of Abraham Lincoln and demanded Boyd's 
release from jail and two hundred thousand dollars as ransom 
and the efforts of the Secret Service to recover the remains. 

 
YA 973.7 SWA  
Swanson, James L. Bloody times: the funeral of Abraham Lincoln and the 
manhunt for Jefferson Davis. New York, Collins, 2011. 

Summary: Discusses how Jefferson Davis, the president of 
the Confederate States of America, was blamed for the 
assassination of President Abraham Lincoln, and describes 
how the hunt for Davis continued even after Lincoln's body was 
put in its final resting place. 

 
YA 973.922 ORE  
O'Reilly, Bill. Kennedy's last days : the assassination that defined a 
generation. New York, N.Y, Henry Holt and Co, 2013. 

Summary: Recounts in gripping detail the assassination of 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy, and how a sequence of gunshots on 
a Dallas afternoon not only killed a beloved president but also 
sent the nation into the cataclysmic division of the Vietnam 
War and its culture-changing aftermath. 

 
 
 



YA 973.922 SWA  
Swanson, James L. The president has been shot!" : the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy. New York, Scholastic Press, 2013. 

Summary: Looks at the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy and related events, including his funeral and the 
apprehension of his killer. 

 
YA 973.927 ORE  
O'Reilly, Bill. The day the president was shot : the Secret Service, the FBI, 
a would-be killer, and the attempted assassination of Ronald Reagan. 
New York, Henry Holt and Co, 2016. 

Summary: Discusses the 1981 assassination attempt on 
President Ronald Reagan. 

YA 974.6 WOO  
Woollett, Laura A. Big top burning : the true story of an arsonist, a 
missing girl, and the greatest show on earth. Chicago, Ill, Chicago Review 
Press, 2015. 

Summary: "Recounts the true story of the 1944 Hartford circus 
fire, one of the worst fire disasters in U.S. history"--Provided by 
publisher. 

 
YA 976.3 GOL  
Goldstone, Lawrence. Unpunished murder : massacre at Colfax and the 
quest for justice. New York, Scholastic Focus, 2018. 

Summary: "On Easter Sunday of 1873, just eight years after 
the Civil War ended, a band of white supremacists marched 
into Grant Parish, Louisiana, and massacred over one hundred 
unarmed African Americans. The court case that followed 
reached the highest court in the land. Yet, following one of the 
most ghastly incidents of mass murder in American history, not 
one person was convicted . . . Lawrence Goldstone traces the 
evolution of the law and the fascinating characters involved in 
the story of how [he believes] the Supreme Court helped 
institutionalizeD racism in the American justice 
system"--Provided by publisher. 

 


